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Who are we?Who are we?

An interdisciplinary committee of the International Council An interdisciplinary committee of the International Council 
for Science (ICSU) established in 1966 as an for Science (ICSU) established in 1966 as an 
international nongovernmental organization based in international nongovernmental organization based in 
ParisParis

24 National Members24 National Members
15 International Scientific Unions15 International Scientific Unions
4 Co4 Co--opted Scientific Organizationsopted Scientific Organizations
13 Supporting Organizations 13 Supporting Organizations (industry, government, academia)(industry, government, academia)

Mission: Mission: 

To strengthen international science for the benefit of To strengthen international science for the benefit of 
society by promoting improved scientific and technical society by promoting improved scientific and technical 
data management and use data management and use 



National National MembersMembers

BrazilBrazil
CameroonCameroon
CanadaCanada
ChineseChinese AcademyAcademy of of 
SciencesSciences
AcademyAcademy locatedlocated in Taipeiin Taipei
CzechCzech RepublicRepublic
France*France*
Germany*Germany*
GeorgiaGeorgia
IndiaIndia
IndonesiaIndonesia
Ireland

IsraelIsrael
ItalyItaly
JapanJapan
KoreaKorea
NigeriaNigeria
PolandPoland
RussiaRussia
SenegalSenegal
South South AfricaAfrica
ThailandThailand
UkraineUkraine
USAUSA

Ireland

* Associate National Membership status accepted at 25th General Assembly



Union Union MembersMembers

International International AstronomicalAstronomical UnionUnion
International Union of Pure and International Union of Pure and 
AppliedApplied ChemistryChemistry
International Union of Pure and International Union of Pure and 
AppliedApplied PhysicsPhysics
International Union of International Union of BiologicalBiological
SciencesSciences
International International GeographicalGeographical UnionUnion
International Union of International Union of 
CrystallographyCrystallography
International Union of International Union of BiochemistryBiochemistry
and and MolecularMolecular BiologyBiology
International Union of International Union of GeologicalGeological
SciencesSciences

International Union of International Union of 
PsychologicalPsychological ScienceScience
International Union of International Union of 
Pure and Pure and AppliedApplied
BiophysicsBiophysics
International Union of International Union of 
NutritionalNutritional SciencesSciences
International Union of International Union of 
PharmacologyPharmacology
International Union of International Union of 
ImmunologicalImmunological SocietiesSocieties
International Union of International Union of 
MicrobiologocalMicrobiologocal SocietiesSocieties
International Union of International Union of 
SoilSoil ScientistsScientists



CoCo--optedopted OrganizationsOrganizations

ICSU Panel on World Data ICSU Panel on World Data CentersCenters
FederationFederation of of AstronomicalAstronomical and and GeophysicalGeophysical ServicesServices
International Council for International Council for ScientificScientific and and TechnicalTechnical InformationInformation
World World FederationFederation for Culture Collectionsfor Culture Collections

Note: Co-opted organizations have voting rights equivalent to the unions



How do How do wewe achieveachieve ourour
mission?mission?

Task Groups
National Member Activities
International Conferences
CODATA Data Science Journal (online, open access)
Publications
Workshops
Studies and Reports
Co-operation and liaison with other Interest Groups
Secretariat based at ICSU Headquarters in Paris
– Executive Director and support staff (about 1 FTE equivalent)
– Annual budget of $250-350K depending on projects



CODATA Task GroupsCODATA Task Groups
20062006--0808

1.1. Anthropometric Data & EngineeringAnthropometric Data & Engineering
2.2. Comprehensive Information System on National Disaster Comprehensive Information System on National Disaster 

MitigationMitigation
3.3. Data Sources in Asian & Oceanic CountriesData Sources in Asian & Oceanic Countries
4.4. Data Sources for Sustainable Development in SADC Data Sources for Sustainable Development in SADC 

CountriesCountries
5.5. Exchangeable Materials Data RepresentationExchangeable Materials Data Representation
6.6. Fundamental Physical ConstantsFundamental Physical Constants
7.7. Gas HydratesGas Hydrates
8.8. Global Species Data NetworkGlobal Species Data Network
9.9. Observations and Specimen Records (formerly ABCD)Observations and Specimen Records (formerly ABCD)
10.10. Polar Year Data Policy and ManagementPolar Year Data Policy and Management
11.11. Preservation of & Access to S&T Data in DevelopingPreservation of & Access to S&T Data in Developing

Countries Countries 



Task Group on Fundamental Task Group on Fundamental 
Physical ConstantsPhysical Constants
2006 revisions 2006 revisions 
released in March released in March 
20072007

http://physics.nist.gov/cuu/Constants/index.html



Task Group on Fundamental Task Group on Fundamental 
Physical ConstantsPhysical Constants



Task Group on Fundamental Task Group on Fundamental 
Physical ConstantsPhysical Constants



CODATA CODATA Data Science Data Science 
JournalJournal

A peerA peer--reviewed, open reviewed, open 
access electronic journal access electronic journal 
Focus on management Focus on management 
of scientific and of scientific and 
technological data and technological data and 
databasesdatabases
Now hosted by JNow hosted by J--STORESTORE
EditorEditor--inin--chief:chief:
–– Dr. John Rumble, Jr.Dr. John Rumble, Jr.

http://http://dsj.codataweb.orgdsj.codataweb.org//

http://dsj.codataweb.org/


CODATA Conference 2006, CODATA Conference 2006, 
BeijingBeijing

More than 600 attendees (nearlyMore than 600 attendees (nearly
half foreign)half foreign)
HighHigh--level participation by Chinalevel participation by China
–– Keynote by Keynote by XuXu GuanhuaGuanhua, President , President 

of MOSTof MOST
–– Keynote by Liu Keynote by Liu DepeiDepei, President, , President, 

Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences 

Article appeared in Article appeared in Scidev.netScidev.net
Keynotes by Jane Keynotes by Jane LubchencoLubchenco, Tony Hey, Tony Hey
Numerous side events, meetingsNumerous side events, meetings
Submitted conference papers are being Submitted conference papers are being 
released through released through Data Science Journal 

CODATA lunch with 
African remote 
sensing students in 
training in China

Data Science Journal 



CODATA Officers, 2006CODATA Officers, 2006--1010

President: President: KrishanKrishan LalLal, India, India
Vice President: Steve Vice President: Steve RossouwRossouw, South Africa, South Africa
Vice President: Gordon Wood, CanadaVice President: Gordon Wood, Canada
Treasurer: JeanTreasurer: Jean--Jacques Royer, France*Jacques Royer, France*
SecretarySecretary--General: Robert Chen, USA*General: Robert Chen, USA*
Past President: Shuichi Iwata, JapanPast President: Shuichi Iwata, Japan

* terms end 2008



CODATA Executive Committee, CODATA Executive Committee, 
20062006--0808

Jean Jean GarnierGarnier, IUPAB (France), IUPAB (France)
Sara Graves, USASara Graves, USA
GuoGuo HuadongHuadong, China, China
FedorFedor KuznetsovKuznetsov, Russia, Russia
Ray Norris, IAU (Australia)Ray Norris, IAU (Australia)
AntoniAntoni NowakowskiNowakowski, Poland, Poland
Michel Michel SabourinSabourin, , IUPsySIUPsyS (Canada)(Canada)
Mikhail Mikhail ZgurovskyZgurovsky, Ukraine, Ukraine
Paul David, USA/UK*Paul David, USA/UK* * Co-opted member as of May 2007



CODATA Officers & ECCODATA Officers & EC

Missing: Sara Graves, USA; Missing: Sara Graves, USA; GuoGuo HuadongHuadong, China, China



CODATA Strategic PlanCODATA Strategic Plan

Recommended by ICSU in its Priority Area Recommended by ICSU in its Priority Area 
Assessment on Data and Information (2005) Assessment on Data and Information (2005) 
and the ICSU Strategic Plan (2006)and the ICSU Strategic Plan (2006)
Draft reviewed by 25Draft reviewed by 25thth CODATA General CODATA General 
Assembly and key initiatives and actions Assembly and key initiatives and actions 
approvedapproved
Final plan reviewed by the CODATA Final plan reviewed by the CODATA 
Executive Committee in March 2007; will be Executive Committee in March 2007; will be 
sent to ICSU and others for review and sent to ICSU and others for review and 
feedback as soon as some minor changes feedback as soon as some minor changes 
are madeare made



CODATA CrossCODATA Cross--Cutting Cutting 
InitiativesInitiatives

1. Global Information Commons for Science 1. Global Information Commons for Science 
Initiative (GICSI)Initiative (GICSI)
–– Launched by CODATA at WSIS in November 2005Launched by CODATA at WSIS in November 2005
–– Primary focus is on scientific data, in coordination with Primary focus is on scientific data, in coordination with 

other open access information initiativesother open access information initiatives
–– Close collaboration with the Science CommonsClose collaboration with the Science Commons
–– Main purpose: how can we jumpstart the creation of a Main purpose: how can we jumpstart the creation of a 

sustainable global data and information commons?sustainable global data and information commons?
–– Envisioned as a network of nodes aimed at creating Envisioned as a network of nodes aimed at creating 

critical mass of open access initiatives and datacritical mass of open access initiatives and data
–– Funding initiatives under way with NSF, EU Funding initiatives under way with NSF, EU 



CODATA CrossCODATA Cross--Cutting Cutting 
InitiativesInitiatives

2. Scientific Data across the 2. Scientific Data across the 
Digital Divide Program (SDDigital Divide Program (SD33))
–– Follows ICSU recommendation to address Follows ICSU recommendation to address 

digital divide issue; ties in with ICSU digital divide issue; ties in with ICSU 
strategic initiatives/interestsstrategic initiatives/interests

–– Builds on linkages with GEOSS, IPY, Builds on linkages with GEOSS, IPY, eGYeGY, , 
UN GAID, GRIP, etc.UN GAID, GRIP, etc.

–– Builds on CODATA Task Groups (e.g., Builds on CODATA Task Groups (e.g., 
Archiving, Biodiversity, Disasters); Archiving, Biodiversity, Disasters); 
CODATACODATA--ICSTI Portal prototypeICSTI Portal prototype

–– Link with WSIS eLink with WSIS e--science initiative and science initiative and 
followfollow--up led by UNESCOup led by UNESCO



CODATA CrossCODATA Cross--Cutting Cutting 
InitiativesInitiatives

3. Advanced Data Methods and Information 3. Advanced Data Methods and Information 
technologies for Research and Educationtechnologies for Research and Education (ADMIRE)(ADMIRE)
–– Provides stateProvides state--ofof--thethe--art technology focusart technology focus
–– Builds on past TG activities and collaborative projects and largBuilds on past TG activities and collaborative projects and larger er 

research community interested in data mining and research community interested in data mining and integationintegation
–– Positions CODATA with respect to new ePositions CODATA with respect to new e--science/ science/ 

cyberinfrastructurecyberinfrastructure initiatives and programs, including longinitiatives and programs, including long--term term 
data stewardship issuesdata stewardship issues

–– Potential EU funding, industry partnershipsPotential EU funding, industry partnerships



CODATA and theCODATA and the
GEO Data Policy TaskGEO Data Policy Task

Group on Earth Group on Earth 
ObservationsObservations
–– International initiative International initiative 

involving 69 countries & the involving 69 countries & the 
EC plus 46 participating EC plus 46 participating 
organizationsorganizations

GEO 2006 Work Plan, Task GEO 2006 Work Plan, Task 
DADA--0606--01 (continuing in 01 (continuing in 
GEO 2007GEO 2007--09 Work Plan)09 Work Plan)
–– Furthering the practical Furthering the practical 

application ofapplication of the agreed the agreed 
GEOSS data sharing principlesGEOSS data sharing principles

CODATA is now the lead CODATA is now the lead 
on this task, working with on this task, working with 
the GEO Secretariatthe GEO Secretariat



Expected GEO Task OutputsExpected GEO Task Outputs

““White” Paper on Guidelines for Implementing the White” Paper on Guidelines for Implementing the 
GEOSS Data Sharing PrinciplesGEOSS Data Sharing Principles

–– Writing team led by Paul Writing team led by Paul UhlirUhlir of USNC for CODATA and Bob of USNC for CODATA and Bob 
Chen of CODATAChen of CODATA

–– Authors include Joanne Authors include Joanne GabrinowyczGabrinowycz, University of Mississippi, , University of Mississippi, 
and Bernard Minster and Dave Clarkand Bernard Minster and Dave Clark

New language on data policy in the Declaration New language on data policy in the Declaration 
planned for the November 2007 Ministerial Summit in planned for the November 2007 Ministerial Summit in 
Cape Town, S. AfricaCape Town, S. Africa
Possibility of side Possibility of side event(sevent(s) in conjunction with Summit ) in conjunction with Summit 
to address data policy issuesto address data policy issues



CODATA and the CODATA and the 
International Polar YearInternational Polar Year

CODATA IPY Task Group approvedCODATA IPY Task Group approved----same same 
membership as IPY Data Committeemembership as IPY Data Committee
–– Met in conjunction with CODATA 2006Met in conjunction with CODATA 2006
–– Three IPY Sessions at CODATA 2006Three IPY Sessions at CODATA 2006

CODATA should be able to provide longerCODATA should be able to provide longer--term term 
framework for IPY data activities beyond 2007framework for IPY data activities beyond 2007--0808



CODATA and theCODATA and the
electronic Geophysical Yearelectronic Geophysical Year

CODATA endorsed the CODATA endorsed the eGYeGY at its 24th GAat its 24th GA
Five Five eGYeGY organized sessions at CODATA 2006organized sessions at CODATA 2006
C. Barton participated as an observer (and vote counter!) C. Barton participated as an observer (and vote counter!) 
in 25th GAin 25th GA
CODATA community participating in various IGY+50 and CODATA community participating in various IGY+50 and 
eGYeGY activitiesactivities
–– Annual Annual eGYeGY meeting in Boulder in Marchmeeting in Boulder in March
–– eGYeGY launch event at IUGG GA in launch event at IUGG GA in 

Perugia, Italy on 7 July 2007Perugia, Italy on 7 July 2007
–– Russian Conference in Sept 2007Russian Conference in Sept 2007



CODATA and the Global Risk CODATA and the Global Risk 
Identification ProgramIdentification Program

New program of the United Nations Development New program of the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) aimed at improving global, regional, Program (UNDP) aimed at improving global, regional, 
and national disaster risk assessment and and national disaster risk assessment and 
managementmanagement
–– Coordination with the Coordination with the ProVentionProVention Consortium, International Consortium, International 

Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), the World Bank, etc.Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), the World Bank, etc.

CODATA may have a role in scientific peer review and CODATA may have a role in scientific peer review and 
science community input into risk assessment process science community input into risk assessment process 
beginning in 2007beginning in 2007



CODATA and the UNESCOCODATA and the UNESCO
EE--Science FollowScience Follow--UpUp

Consultation held in Beijing in October 2006, organized Consultation held in Beijing in October 2006, organized 
by UNESCO with CODATA supportby UNESCO with CODATA support
Two of five elements:Two of five elements:
–– Promote the longPromote the long--term systematic and efficient collection, term systematic and efficient collection, 

dissemination and preservation of essential scientific digital ddissemination and preservation of essential scientific digital data, ata, 
for example, population and meteorological data in all countriesfor example, population and meteorological data in all countries..

–– Promote principles and metadata standards to facilitate Promote principles and metadata standards to facilitate 
cooperation and effective use of collected scientific informatiocooperation and effective use of collected scientific information n 
and data as appropriate to conduct scientific research.and data as appropriate to conduct scientific research.

FollowFollow--on meeting held with C. Geiger of UNCTAD in on meeting held with C. Geiger of UNCTAD in 
Geneva in late MarchGeneva in late March
UNCTAD is reviving its Commission on Science & UNCTAD is reviving its Commission on Science & 
Technology for Development (CSTD) to address these Technology for Development (CSTD) to address these 
issuesissues



Other Strategic EffortsOther Strategic Efforts

Improve MembershipImprove Membership
–– Revitalize existing membersRevitalize existing members
–– Attract new members (Europe, Africa), working with ICSUAttract new members (Europe, Africa), working with ICSU
–– Active efforts to encourage UK, IUGG to rejoinActive efforts to encourage UK, IUGG to rejoin

Recruit Supporting OrganizationsRecruit Supporting Organizations
–– Focus on data centers, networks, research institutesFocus on data centers, networks, research institutes

Develop CODATA Associates ProgramDevelop CODATA Associates Program
–– Build an international community of data scholars, specialistsBuild an international community of data scholars, specialists

Explore establishment of CODATA Scientific AcademyExplore establishment of CODATA Scientific Academy
Establish endowment fundEstablish endowment fund
Participate in ICSU data planning activities (e.g., SCID)Participate in ICSU data planning activities (e.g., SCID)
Work with Work with WDCsWDCs



Next CODATA ConferenceNext CODATA Conference

Kyiv, Ukraine, 5Kyiv, Ukraine, 5--8 October 20088 October 2008
Hosted by National Technical University of Ukraine, Hosted by National Technical University of Ukraine, 
Kyiv Polytechnic InstituteKyiv Polytechnic Institute
Web site to be released soonWeb site to be released soon
Sessions organized by Sessions organized by WDCsWDCs, other ICSU bodies , other ICSU bodies 
welcomewelcome
Should have sessions and side meetings related to Should have sessions and side meetings related to 
eGYeGY, IPY, GEO, etc., IPY, GEO, etc.



CODATA

For more information, please contact:

CODATA Executive Director: Ms Kathleen Cass
CODATA Secretariat 
51 Bld du Montmorency, 75016 Paris, France
Tel:+ 33 1 45 25 04 96; Fax: + 33 1 42 88 14 66
E-mail: codata@dial.oleane.com
http://www.codata.org
The CODATA Mailing List: http://www.codata.org/instr.html

CODATA Secretary General: Dr. Robert S. Chen
CIESIN, Columbia University
61 Route 9W, Palisades NY 10964 USA
Tel: + 1 845 365-8952; Fax: +1 845 365 8922
E-mail: bchen@ciesin.columbia.edu
http://www.ciesin.columbia.edu
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